
Citing Poetry for Students, DLB & Supplemental References 

According to the 7th Edition of the MLA Handbook, section 5.5.14: 

 If you are using only one volume of a multivolume work, state the number of the volume in the 
bibliographic entry (“Vol. 2”) and give publication information for that volume alone; then you 
need give only page numbers when you refer to that work in the text. (169) 

 
However, citing the inclusive pages numbers at the end of the citation is also acceptable (see  
MLA Handbook examples on p.169 and examples below). In any event, you must reference the  
correct page numbers in your parenthetical citation in your text. 
 
 

 

Foster, Thomas C. “Growing in Maturity: Wintering Out and Stations.” Poetry for Students. Ed. 

Marie Rose Napierkowski and Mary K. Ruby. Vol. 2. Detroit: Gale, 1997. 140-144. Print. 
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The burgundy and navy American Writers references works will essentially be cited the same 
way but instead of a volume number those usually have supplement numbers.  
 
 
Dictionary of Literary Biography 
 
McKay, Nellie. “Jean Toomer.” Afro-American Writers from the Harlem Renaissance to  
 

1940: DLB 51. Ed. Trudier Harris. New York: Gale Research Co., 1987. 274-288. Print. 
 


